
manner. 

The CCCHS Board recently adopted 
a resolution for parents and/or fami-
lies to also contribute service over 
the course of a school year.  This is 
consistent with what is expected of 
our students, provides a great exam-
ple, and will make Career Connec-
tions a better place for each student!  
This resolution requires 10 hours per 
year from each parent/family and 
must be recorded by the school in 
order to inform the Board that the 
requirement is being met.  It will be 
necessary for each studentõs family 
to cooperate in order to maintain 
oneõs status as a student.  This re-
quirement will begin with the school 
year 2009-2010.  

Attending Title One or parent meet-
ings, chaperoning events, helping on 
field trips, dances, Career or Writing 
Fairs, arranging presenters or career 
speakers, decorating for the prom or 
dances, putting up decorations or 
special displays, monitoring students 
at lunch or special situations, 
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Leaders In-training For 
Tomorrow (LIFT) is a 
unique in-school program 
of the Girl Scouts of West-
ern Pennsylvania 
(GSWPA), specifically de-
signed to serve girls in 
grades six through twelve. 
It has operated since 1990 
in collaboration with 
school districts and is for-
mulated to encourage girls 
to develop self-potential 
and values, relate to oth-
ers, and contribute to soci-
ety. 

Offered in a safe, all-girl 
environment, the LIFT pro-
gram is delivered during 
the AMC period over the 
course of the academic 
school year at Career Con-

nections Charter High 
School. The program en-
compasses in school ses-
sions, with occasional af-
ter school sessions that 
are delivered by a GSWPA 
leadership facilitator in 
partnership with a staff 
member of CCCHS. In ad-
dition to these sessions, 
girls are exposed to pro-
fessional presenters, con-
duct community and in 
school take action pro-
jects, orchestrate money 
earning activities, form 
girl to girl mentoring rela-
tionships, tour colleges, 
and attend conferences, 
camping retreats, and 
various outings.  

Ms. Boyd is the CCCHS 

coordinator/facilitator for 
the LIFT program. She 
demands that the girls 
maintain a 2.0 GPA, and 
that they are present and 
on their best behavior 
during all of their classes. 
The young ladies will form 
a private pact with each 
other. The young ladies 
met as a group on Decem-
ber 15, 2008. They show 
interest in the ideas that 
we discussed and look 
forward to continuing in 
the program.  

The concepts of service and volun-
teerism are important in the develop-
ment of young adults.  Each pro-
motes civic responsibility and good 
citizenship, and both are consistent 
with the teachings of all major relig-
ions of the world.  These concepts are 
also captured in the charter of Career 
Connections. 

The relevance of service and volun-
teerism to Career Connections is em-
bedded in our very mission.  Engag-
ing in service and volunteerism pro-
vides excellent ways to explore ca-
reers, develop interpersonal skills, 
and promote psychological wellbeing.  
In order to promote the ideals of ser-
vice and volunteerism, the school has 
a requirement for students to com-
plete 30 hours of service (not volun-
teerism) over the four years of their 
high school experiences.  One popu-
lar way of meeting this requirement 
is through participation in the an-
nual òPay It Forwardó Day; a chance 
for students to realize their impact on 
others in a selfless, yet rewarding 

Service and Volunteerism at CCCHS By Dr. Brian White, CEO 

A New Program is LIFTing Off at CCCHS  By Ms. Boyd 
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tutoring, sponsoring or assisting 
with a club or an activity, fund-
raising, helping at sports events, 
helping to market or recruit for 
the school, hanging posters, sub-
mitting articles for the newsletter, 
helping in the office, labs or 
classrooms, making phone calls 
on behalf of the school, and help-
ing with Student Council projects 
are examples of ways to meet this 
requirement. Completing any of 
these tasks with your son or 
daughter will make it fun, and 
rewarding. 

In addition to all of those possi-
bilities, the school will gladly ac-
cept hours rendered elsewhereñ
for example, at the Boys and 
Girls Club, church, community 
organizations or sports groups, 
food pantries, Red Cross and so 
forth. 

More details will be published 
about meeting the 10 hour re-
quirement for service on behalf of 
your child and childõs school. 

Editor: Mrs. Carmen Pasquantonio 
Layout Design: Mr. Marc DeHart 

LIFT program director, Ms. 
Boyd, teaching mathemat-
ics to her students. 



10th Grade Connections 
In American Democracy, the ninth grade students have 
tapped their creative outlet this month. The American 
Revolution was the theme and PowerPoint and poster 
board were the medium. Students did a wonderful job 
relating what they learned by using their creativity. In 
December, the 9th grade boys in Health are working on 
several different topics including Drugs, STDõs, HIV, 
AIDS, and physical activity. The students will also learn 
about several different current event issues in health.  
In Mr. Mitchellõs 9th grade computer class, the Decem-
ber 2008 curriculum consists of finishing up the unit on 
Microsoft Word 2007. Lesson 5 in Microsoft Word 2007 
covered Columns, Tables, and Graphics. After complet-
ing the Microsoft Word 2007 Unit, students began their 
unit on Microsoft PowerPoint 2007. In Mrs. Nichols Sci-
ence class, the students presented their science fair pro-
jects. Science projects are important because it demon-
strates the application of knowledge and technical skills. 
A high school student should be able to identify a pro-
ject that is challenging and broad enough that it can be 
researched and investigated in the time available. Those 
students who successfully completed their projects will 
be invited to compete in the school wide science fair pro-
ject. Ms. Copelandõs Pre-Algebra and Algebra classes are 
working on solving equations. Pre Algebra is solving one-
step equations and Algebra is doing two-step equations 
after a review of one-step equations. In Mr. Kulinnaõs 
class, students are continuing their study of adolescent 
lives through literature by reading one of four different 
books. 

Tenth grade students are working on unique projects 
and assignments in the second half of the second quar-
ter.  Mr. Maloneyõs tenth grade English classes are 
wrapping up their unit on Shakespeare.  Students are 
acting and filming their own video projects on òCaesar.ó  
In science, Mr. Palmerõs biology classes are studying a 
unit on calorie calculations.  Students are completing a 
hands-on lab and writing lab reports on their findings.  
Mr. Witon is covering units and conversions with the 
tenth grade algebra students.  The tenth grade geometry 
classes are busy writing proofs.  Tenth grade world cul-
ture students are exploring the middle east.  Mr. Wilson 
is including lessons on terrorism in this interesting 
unit.  Business Technology students just completed 
their unit on owning and operating their own business.  
Mr. Voit will then begin a very important unit on money 
management.  Ms. Ratleyõs career students are complet-
ing the unit on Finding a Job.  Topics covered included: 
Exploring Source of Job Leads, Applying for a Job, Pre-
paring for the Interview and Succeeding in the Inter-
view.  Students will soon begin the unit on Joining the 
Workforce.  In the tenth grade health classes, Mr. Gen-
tile is teaching students about drugs, HIV/AIDS, STDõs, 
and physical activity. 

9th Grade Connections 

12th Grade Connections 11th Grade Connections 
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The juniors at Career Connections are hard at work in 
their academic courses for quarter two. In English class, 
the students are writing macabre-themed stories for the 
junior class contest. The winner will be exempt from the 
final exam and his/her story will appear on the final 
exam. Meanwhile, Algebra II students are learning how 
to solve systems of equations and inequalities, as well as 
graphing points, solving equations in three dimensions 
and equations with three variables. Careers, such as 
statistician, horticulturist, and stock broker will be con-
nected to the math concepts. In Chemistry, the juniors 
are investigating and drawing different types of bonds. 
Eventually, they will learn how these bonds break and 
determine how the new ones form during chemical reac-
tions. In US history, students are currently working on 
public service announcements that hit issues students 
face everyday. Their finished projects will be aired dur-
ing morning announcements. Business Technology and 
Careers students are completing the unit entitled 
òFinding a Job,ó which includes topics such as: explor-
ing sources of job leads, applying for a job, preparing for 
the interview and succeeding in the interview. Upon re-
turning from the holiday, students will begin the unit 
òJoining the Workforce.ó In Spanish the 10th grade stu-
dents are working with ðar verbs in the present tense. 
The 10th and 11th grade are videotaping mock interviews. 
Each student will play the role of the interviewer as well 
as the foreign exchange student. 

December quickly flew by, and January brings with it a 
new sense of urgency for our 12th grade class.  Students 
are realizing that graduation is less than 6 months away 
and are scrambling to make sure that college applica-
tions are in, their senior projects are moving along, and 
that they are working diligently on their senior portfo-
lios.  In Sociology students are beginning a òsociety pro-
ject.ó This project requires students to examine the com-
ponents of a society and what holds it together. The stu-
dents are given a scenario in which they have crash 
landed on another planet and must figure out how to 
establish and maintain a fully functioning society 
equipped with various social institutions and other sup-
port elements. Students must work in groups of 8-10 
students to achieve this task which models the abstract 
process that they must complete on their ònew planet.ó 
Students are perfecting the art of persuasion in English 
through an essay arguing the role of birth order in child 
abuse.  They are also learning techniques to survive in 
college level English courses.  In Computer Applications 
students are finishing HTML web pages and moving to-
ward Multimedia Design.  Students in Senior Elective 
are currently wrapping up their first semester courses 
and will begin their new courses at the end of January.  



Career Connections Charter 
High School 

 
Presents  

  
2009 Health & Wellness 

Fair  
Wednesday, January 21st 

1:00pm ñ 3:00pm  
School Cafeteria 

 
Start the new year out right! 

Parents are welcome to join our students in learning 

from community wellness providers who will educate 

visitors on various teen health topics: 

È Nutrition 

È Dental Care 

È MRSA (Infectious disease 

prevention) 

È Injury Prevention 

È Dangers of drinking, 

smoking, and other drugs 

È Blood pressure checks 

 
And much moreé 

Weõll see you at the fair! 
Please contact Nurse Allen with any questions at 412-682-1816 ext. 

143 or lallen@cchs.net 



WRITE FLIGHT 
Come and take off with us on a 
creative writing journey! 
 

 Where:   Career Connections Charter High School and 
  the Lawrenceville  Carnegie Library.  The first 
  three sessions will be held in the school, and 
  the last session will be at the library.  
 

 When:    January 27 and February 3, 10, and 17 from 6:00 to 7:30 
 

 Who:   These writing workshops will be sponsored by Career Connections Charter High  
  School and the Lawrenceville Carnegie Library.  The sessions will be facilitated by  
  writers and teachers of writing.  Adults and participants as young as sixth grade are 
  welcome.  This would be a wonderful parent/child joint activity. 
 

 What: Each week, you will have a brief lesson on a writing activity, write on your own, 
share your work in small group, and then, if you want, share with the large group. 

 

Community members, students, parents, teachers, administrators anyone who has an interest in 
writing and learning more about it is WELCOME! 
 

Register with Jim Cusick at Career Connections Charter High School by calling 412.687.2227 Ext. 
102 or emailing jcusick @ ccchs.net by December 19th.  Any interested Career Connections Char-
ter High School student may register with his/her English teacher.    
 

Please bring the registration slip below to the first session.     

We will publish an anthology of the work produced in the workshops.  All participants will be 
given a copy. 
 

 REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED. 
 

 ************************************************************************** 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
 Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
 City, State, Zipcode: ____________________________________ 
 
 Phone: __________________  Email: _____________________ 
 
 I came to this workshop because ___________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________ 


