
answers to this question. Researchers 
point to many factors such as eco-
nomic conditions, social problems, 
family involvement, etc. I agree that 
these factors do play a part in the 
whole picture of the educational proc-
ess. However, I also believe that all 
these factors can be defeated if all stu-
dents have a chance to be part of a 
school that has one goal and one goal 
only - to provide an experience and 
atmosphere that stresses the students 
needs and concerns first. CCCHS is a 
school, which functions as a team, and 
has the same shared mission to pro-
vide each student an education that 
will give each of them an opportunity 
to pursue his or her dreams. 
I believe this to be true because educa-
tion has done this for me. It is for that 
reason that I have chosen education as 
my career. Since the eighth grade, I 
knew I wanted to become a teacher. 
Not because I would have summers off, 
but for the opportunity to help stu-
dents achieve their educational goals 
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If you were stranded on a new 
planet with a group of 300 
people and you had to make a 
society from scratch...what 
would you do? Where would 
you begin?  Could you survive 
for two weeks? Would you be 
able to create a society that 
would last for generations to 
come?   
While it sounds like a difficult 
task, seniors in Sociology 
classes were up to the chal-
lenge.  To begin preparation 
for this contemplative project, 
we spent the first couple of 
weeks of school looking at the 
society we live in here in the 
Pittsburgh area, specifically 
the neighborhood of East Lib-
erty. We analyzed the various 
aspects of East Liberty in-
cluding its infrastructure, the 
characteristics and experi-
ences of its inhabitants, com-
mon perceptions and miscon-

ceptions of East Liberty 
and, finally, the history of 
this interesting neighbor-
hood on the rise.  Once we 
looked at our own commu-
nity we widened our scope, 
by looking at American so-
ciety at large and the indi-
viduals, groups and institu-
tions that allow our society 
to function.  Additionally, 
students explored the the-
ory of functionalism in rela-
tion to our society.  Our 
goal was to analyze the 
parts that allow for society 
to function properly and 
evaluate how well the parts 
of our current society 
achieved this task. 
After evaluating current 
societal structures, we took 
it backñall the way backñ
to the beginnings of society.  
We analyzed questions 
about the evolution of soci-

ety and how it was trans-
formed into what we experi-
ence today. All of these ele-
ments of society had to be-
gin somewhere, and the 
writings of Hobbes, Locke 
and Rosseau helped stu-
dents to understand that 
society began with a con-
tract.  The social contract 
was a specific, and applied, 
agreement that contribu-
tions to society would, in 
turn, cause society to pro-
vide for, and protect, us.  
After establishing a basis of 
understanding regarding 
societies, our students were 
ready for the task!!!!!   
Look for their work in fu-
ture news letters!!!   In the 
meantime, think about 
it...could you create a soci-
ety and survive?????  

I realized in the fourth grade that edu-
cation was important, and more impor-
tantly, I learned that it could also be fun 
and interesting at the same time. That 
was 1982, and twenty-seven years later, 
I still believe that as principal at 
CCCHS. During those twenty-seven 
years, many educators, administrators, 
school employees, and students have 
positively influenced my educational 
experience and who I am today. They all 
have contributed to my overall passion 
and my understanding of what educa-
tion means. In my world, education is 
the most important process you will 
ever be given the opportunity to com-
plete and the educational process is a 
lifetime experience. I have told CCCHS 
students many times that my goal is to 
learn at least one new thing everyday for 
the rest of my life. I plan to live a long 
time. 
I consider myself a realist and, with that 
statement, I understand that many peo-
ple in this world donõt share my beliefs 
about education. Why? There are many 

Why Education? By Peter Simpson, Principal 

Itõs the End of the World as We Know Ité Can You Survive? 
By Ms. Fischer 
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and to teach them life lessons/skills 
that will give them a chance to be suc-
cessful in this complicated world. I 
loved being a classroom teacher, but 
as time went on I realized that I could 
make a bigger difference for many 
more students in becoming an educa-
tional administrator. Instead of just 
influencing those students that pass 
through my classroom for a short pe-
riod of time during the day, I could 
influence all the students in the 
school for the whole day, the week, 
the year, their lifetime. 
These things are what bring me to 
where I am today. CCCHS has been a 
wonderful learning experience and 
has given me the opportunity to work 
with professionals and other educa-
tors who share the same passion I 
have for this career. It has taught me 
many necessary skills an educational 
leader will need to be successful, but, 
more importantly, my experience at 
CCCHS has added and reinforced my 
belief that education is one of the keys 
to a life of happiness and success.  
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10th Grade Connections 

The 11th grade started the second semester by buckling 
down for the PSSA tests that will be administered during 
February, March and April. Students will have PSSA tu-
toring during this time to prepare for the PSSA tests. In 
order to make the testing stress free, the 11th grade staff 
has created òBattle of the Homerooms.ó Each 11th grade 
team will compete in various competitions that will give 
points for a grand prize trip to Hershey Park at the end of 
the year. This yearõs theme is òTested to be the Best, Giv-
ing 110%.ó The competitions will have themes that will 
test the Mind, Body, and Spirit of the 11th grade teams. 
So, which team will win this year? Will it be The Beasts, 
The Mustangs, The Pittsburgh Warriors, or The Purple 
Gooniez? Besides hyping the 11th grade students up for 
PSSA testing, the juniors are involved in many interesting 
projects in their academic courses. In U.S. History, Mr. 
Greenawalt is currently working on the Industrial Revo-
lution and a Black History Month project. In chemistry 
Mr. Downs is currently working on reactions that help 
and hinder society. Ms. Husarikõs English class is work-
ing on a research project for her famous Holocaust Unit, 
while reviewing PSSA reading concepts. In math, Mrs. 
Boyd is currently working with students to prepare for 
the math portion of the PSSA test. Spanish students are 
currently creating a menu for their café project, and Ms. 
Cieslakõs art class is working on pen and ink techniques. 
Mr. Voitõs Business Tech class is working on the world of 
marketing and how it pertains to society. As you can see, 
the juniors are starting off this semester with a bang! 

In English, Mr. Kulinnaõs freshmen students are compar-
ing modern dating scenarios among adolescents to the 
classic tale of Romeo and Juliet. Students began their 
comparison by reading òThe Mating Gameó from Elijah 
Andersonõs classic sociology text Code of the Street. Six 
students were also fortunate enough to see the Pitts-
burgh Ballet perform òRomeo and Julietó at the Benedum 
Theater on February 12, 2009.  In Ms. Ratleyõs Business 
Technology I class, students are currently learning 
proper business correspondence, including business let-
ters, memos and addressing envelopes.  In Ms. Cope-
landõs Algebra class, all types of equations are being 
solved with a simple, five-step process.  Her Pre Algebra 
classes are also studying equation solving, and both 
classes are problem-solving by interpreting and solving 
word problems. Mr. Antonucciõs 9th grade American De-
mocracy class has delved deep into the processes of Con-
gress and the Office of the President. Fortunately, the 
current state of the economy has provided incredible 
teaching moments. Students have been able to provide 
connections to current events with what they are learning 
in class. The 9th grade students completed the unit on 
Chemistry in Mrs. Nicholsõ science class and have started 
the unit on Physics at the beginning of quarter three. 
Their first project of the semester was creating an inven-
tion that can be used to make a job that they do on a 
regular basis easier. Some of the ideas included a double 
sided toothbrush, an electrical q-tip, and an automatic 
lid opener for the toilet.  

As the second semester began, CCCHS tenth graders 
continued to grow and learn as they embarked on new 
and challenging units in all their classes.  In World Cul-
tures, Mr. Wilson is covering World War II.  Students are 
learning about the warõs impact on Europe and the 
United States.  Algebra students are studying slopes and 
graphing, while Mr. Witon is teaching Geometry students 
the always useful Pythagorean Theorem! Mr. Palmer is 
having his Biology students complete a very interesting 
lab on genetics and heredity.  Students are studying DNA 
and RNA.  English classes are finishing a science fiction 
unit. Students are writing essays in which they will de-
scribe the differences and similarities between written 
science fiction and visual science fiction. After the sci-
ence fiction unit students are going to be working on 
characterization and plot structure to prepare for the 
next novel. Students in Mr. Voitõs Business Tech class 
are studying the economy.  The unit covers needs and 
wants, resources, economic systems, and U.S. economic 
history.  Ms. Ratleyõs Careers class is learning about ca-
reer acquisition.  Students are completing activities that 
include reading want ads, online job sources, résumés, 
job applications, and cover letters.  Spanish classes are 
in the foods unit.  They are learning to identify various 
breakfast and lunch items, and to discuss their likes and 
dislikes when it comes to those foods.  Ms. Ericksonõs 
students are currently working on menus for a small café 
that caters to the breakfast and lunch crowd.  Students 
in Physical Education are participating in activities such 
as football, basketball, kickball, and walking.  Ms. Ci-
eslakõs art class is studying Pen & Ink Techniques.  The 
students will explore by use of pen & ink techniques; 
crosshatch, scribble, stipple, parallel and wavy lines, to 
create shape, value, form and texture. 

9th Grade Connections 

12th Grade Connections 

11th Grade Connections 

February marks a pivotal point for students in the 12th 
grade.  Most students have started their second online 
courses, and are in the midst of their graduation pro-
jects.  As a team we have reassessed the outline for the 
project itself, and developed new and helpful tools for 
students.  In English, students have been exposed to for-
mulas to complete journal entries properly and have 
completed a persuasive research based essay.  Students 
in Computer Applications are revisiting PowerPoint and 
learning other forms of multimedia.  In Sociology, stu-
dents groups have completed their society projects by 
presenting their "new worlds" to a panel of teacher 
judges. Students were also given the opportunity to as-
sess themselves and their ability to work in group situa-
tions, focusing on the skills they will utilize in the òreal 
world.ó   They are moving on to exploring how societies 
maintain social control and examining deviance and 
crime.  
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With flu season upon us, it is important that we work together to keep our children healthy.  Viruses spread 
easily among children in schools, and families with school-age children have more infections than others, 
with an average of one-third of these family members infected each year.  By keeping our children flu-free, 
we benefit the community as a whole.  You can help prevent the spread of flu or help your child get better if 
he/she does get sick by following a few simple steps:   
 

• If possible, you and your child should get a flu shot  

• Remind your child to cover his/her nose and mouth with a tissue when sneezing or coughing and dis-
pose of the tissue immediately 

• Have your child wash his/her hands frequently with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds 

• Disinfect frequently-touched surfaces and shared items at least once a day 

• Ensure that bathrooms are stocked with soap, hand towels and tissues 

• Teach your child not to touch his/her mouth, nose and eyes 

• If your child is sick and has a fever, keep him/her at home to prevent the spread of illness to others 
 
If you are concerned about your childôs flu symptoms, call your doctor early.  Call your doctor immediately if 
your child has a chronic disease.  Common symptoms of flu include high fever, severe headache, muscle 
and body aches, exhaustion, and dry cough.  Additionally, children often exhibit other flu symptoms that are 
rare in adults, such as nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.  Some children might benefit from an antiviral medi-
cation, which can be prescribed by a physician and can help lessen duration of the virus and reduce the risk 
of complications, such as pneumonia.  To be effective, antiviral medication should be taken within 12-48 
hours after flu symptoms begin. 
 
Additionally, as a preventive measure, antiviral medication may be administered to children under a doctorôs 
care to help them avoid catching the flu from others in some special situations.  For example: 
 

• Children who have egg allergies and therefore cannot receive flu vaccine 

• Children who have been vaccinated, but are at such high risk for serious complications due to a chronic 
condition, that extra protection is warranted 

• Children who may not have received a vaccine but are exposed to flu 
 
If you have any questions or would like additional information about preventing and treating the flu, please 
contact the school nurse, Lisa M. Allen R.N. at 412 682-1816 ex 134 or lallen@ccchs.net. 
 
 

TIPS FROM  THE CCCHS SCHOOL NURSE: 
HELP KEEP YOUR CHILD HEALTHY AND FLU-FREE 



Congratulations to all of our CCCHS sen-
iors that have been accepted into colleges 
& universities.  We are all proud of you! 

Completing my internship in the 
Health Department at Carrick High 
School has afforded me the oppor-
tunity to learn a variety of skills 
that will assist me in college and in 
my career.  I perform many tasks at 
my internship such as clerical work; 
correcting student tests; helping 
students with graduation project 
journals, outlines, and essays; 
proofreading power points and jour-
nals for graduation projects; keep-
ing track of attendance; creating 
rubrics and outlines for various 
program; and keeping track of work 
completed by students using track-
ing sheets. 
One skill that I have acquired at 
Carrick is time management. I have 

Kyra Prince is a freshman at CCCHS. She used her talents and 
patience to explore all the techniques covered in class to 

render a wonderful portfolio piece. A job well done!  

The Art Connection  By Ms. Cieslak 

One Minute Theyõre Hereé The Next Theyõre Gone 

My Internship and What it has Done for Me  By: Shaniece Fisher 

The Students at CCCHS are exploring pen & ink techniques. Pen & Ink is be-
lieved to be the backbone of illustration work in the art industry. Newspapers, 
books, brochures, and posters all utilize pen and ink illustration on occasion. 
One of the benefits of Pen & Ink is that it can offer a large range of individual 
style in a simple medium. Cross hatching, straight line shading, and stippling 
are just a few of the techniques explored. Here is one example of student work.  

learned that being on time is impor-
tant and deadlines are made for a 
reason.  Another skill that I have 
learned is proofreading my work. Be-
ing that I proofread the work of peo-
ple my own age, I realize their mis-
takes and I learn from them. It has 
also helped me to become a better 
writer, which will help me in college. 
The most important skill that I have 
learned is being a self-starter, doing 
things without being told.  I admit 
that before this internship I was the 
type of person who would sit back 
and wait to be told what to do, but 
since my internship started I have 
learned to be a ògo-getter.ó  This will 
be very helpful in my career because 
it can show my employer that I am 

driven and responsible. 
I think it is important for 11th 
graders to begin planning for their 
internships now, so that they will 
not be placed somewhere they do 
not like. This year, I have wit-
nessed a lot of people get kicked 
out of their internships because of 
problems stemming from the fact 
that they were not pleased with 
their placements. I have also seen 
a lot of students placed at sites 
that did not relate to their career 
choice. This internship experience 
has helped me to become a better 
person by teaching me responsibil-
ity, time management, and to be-
come a self-starter.  

Leanore Burrell Clarion University 
DaNia Childress Tennessee State University 
   Morgan State University 
   Claflin University 
   Howard University 
Ashley DeVaughn Slippery Rock University 
   Texas Southern University 
Tenisha Higgins Clarion University 
Sarah Whaby  Clarion University 


