
perience in a structured setting; 
• Develop and intensify values, char-
acter, confidence and self-esteem; 
• Learn the true value of dependabil-
ity, reliability, honesty, respect, and 
good citizenship. 
 
These special partnerships, combined 
with the genuine commitment from 
both the school and the community 
placement site, will afford students 
greater opportunities to enhance their 
work skills. Students will also develop 
a comprehensive understanding of 
what it takes for them to become pro-
ductive and respected individuals, well 
before graduating from CCCHS. 
 
Monthly, throughout the school year, 
caring, sharing, and supportive com-
munity professionals serve as Mentors 
for our 11th grade students here at 
CCCHS. On Mentoring day, Mentors 
arrive prior to their scheduled Mentor-
ing sessions, receive their packets of 
information for that session, and head 
off to work with their groups. The 
packets of information include the 
themes for that session, student bios, 
and profiles on student strengths and 

The Connector 
Career Connections Charter High School 

March 2009 

Have you ever wanted to make a differ-
ence by assisting students in developing 
responsible work ethics? Can you sup-
port students with practical skill appli-
cations in a safe work environment? 
Would you like to be able to become 
involved in a childõs educational suc-
cess? If so, then we have a great oppor-
tunity for you to consider. 
 
CCCHS, a service of The Boys & Girls 
Club of Western PA, in collaboration 
with The Mentoring Partnership of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania, is looking 
for professionals who are interested in 
providing support to career oriented 
high school juniors by interacting with 
students for one hour per month 
through our Educational/Career Men-
toring Program. 
 
It is the mission of CCCHS to provide a 
safe learning environment, with a focus 
on career readiness, which prepares all 
students for a productive life. Through a 
strong parent-student-teacher-
community alliance, students are 
taught skills that help them to achieve 
their ultimate career goals and are given 
opportunities to: 
• Gain valuable, real-world work ex-

Parents, Teachers, Coachesé Who Mentored You? By George Ferguson 

CCCHS DECA Chapter Competes at the State Level 
By ShaõTwanda Williams and Mr. Voit 

Grade Level 
Connections 

2 

Make Time for Health 
Flyer 

3 

Writerõs Fair Flyer 4 

Community 
Connection: 

Prism Stained Glass 

5 

Got Milk? 5 

Boys Basketball 
Wrap-up  

5 

Title I Connection 6 

Wellness Connection 6 

Student Artwork  6 

 
Inside this issue: 

weaknesses. Packets also include 
evaluation sheets, which provide feed-
back to enhance future sessions. 
 
Our Mentoring model, which has been 
very effective, matches two profession-
als with three to four students who 
share the same, or similar, career in-
terest. This model helps to keep ses-
sions relevant to students and allows 
for all sessions to be held even if one 
of the Mentors or students is unable 
to attend on that particular day. Fol-
lowing these Mentoring sessions, stu-
dents are asked to share their men-
toring experience by writing reflec-
tions. All student reflections are read 
and concerns and suggestions, if any, 
are addressed on an individual basis. 
 
If you, or someone from your organi-
zation, would like to learn more about 
our Award Winning Educational Men-
toring Program, please contact George 
Ferguson at (412) 682-1816 Ext. 141 
or gferguson@ccchs.net. 
 
In these changing times, we hope you 
understand the need for strong, posi-
tive mentors for our youth. 
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petition in Hershey for three 
days. 
 
During the opening ceremo-
nies, Career Connections 
was recognized as a new 
chapter and chapter presi-
dent, JoVonne Rose-
Robinson, accepted a 
plaque on behalf of the 
School.  Throughout the 
competition, students par-
ticipated in individual 
events.  CCCHS students 
participated specifically in 
Apparel and Accessories 
Marketing, Retail Market-
ing, and Automotive Ser-
vices Marketing. 
 
As a first year chapter, 
CCCHS placed very well, 

Career Connections Charter 
High School (CCCHS) became 
one of this yearõs newest DECA 
chapters.  DECA is an Interna-
tional Association of marketing 
students, which provides 
members and advisors with 
development activities. This 
year, DECA held its state com-
petition in Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania from February 18ð20, 
2009.  The competition theme 
was òGoing for the Gold.ó  
CCCHS students Troy Chapell, 
Zak Kambic, JoVonne Rose-
Robinson, Jasmine Harvey, 
Shamel Green, and 
ShaõTwanda Williams, along 
with DECA advisors, Ms. Rat-
ley and Mr. Voit, left Pitts-
burgh on the morning of the 
18th to participate in the com-

with Troy Chappell finish-
ing 15th out of 33 com-
petitors in the Automotive 
Services Marketing event, 
and JoVonne Rose-
Robinson finishing 15th 
out of 41 competitors in 
the Apparel and Accesso-
ries Marketing event.  The 
Career Connections Char-
ter High School DECA 
Chapter is now looking 
towards next year, and is 
already planning fund 
raising events. 



10th Grade Connections 

This is right around the time where our juniors are 
starting to think about their senior year. Is it CCAC 
or an internship? Regardless, their academic respon-
sibilities still exist. 
• English students are working on a research pa-

per and presentation for their Holocaust unit. 
• Chemistry students are studying Stoichiometry, 

which is the mathematical relationship of chemi-
cal reactions. Students are participating in labs 
designed to find how much acid is in rain, how 
much lead is in water, and how much carbon 
dioxide is in air. 

• In United States History, students are transition-
ing to the Civil War and they will begin to dis-
cuss how the nation was divided. 

• Math students are researching careers in mathe-
matics and are using their research to complete 
a paper. 

• Business Technology students have just com-
pleted PowerPoint presentations on a business 
marketing mix and now are moving on to eco-
nomics. 

Spring has sprung, but that doesnõt mean our 9th 
grade students have time to stop and smell the 
roses. Read on and youõll see whyé 
• All math students are learning to interpret, ana-

lyze, and sketch graphs from situations. 
• English students are comparing modern dating 

scenarios among adolescents to the classic tale 
of Romeo and Juliet. 

• Careers students are working on résumé's and 
interviewing. 

• Egg dropping is being used to learn key science 
concepts. 

• Business Technology students are creating 
PowerPoint presentations on music careers, spe-
cifically focusing on a singer/vocalist, dancer, 
pianist, or radio personality. 

• American Democracy students have just finished 
studying the judicial branch of government and 
are moving on to examining criminal and civil 
law. 

• Art students are studying one and two-point per-
spectives using a ruler, T-square, and triangle. 

As the third quarter winds down, our 10th grade stu-
dents are involved in many different learning experi-
ences. Hereõs a look at whatõs happening: 
• World Cultures students are studying World War II 

and the impact it had on Europe and America. 
• Algebra students are graphing using TI-84 calcula-

tors. 
• Geometry students are learning the Pythagorean 

Theorem using word problems. 
• Biology students are studying DNA and genetics as 

well as differentiating RNA types. 
• English students are reading the book, Finding 

Forrester and working on characterization and plot 
structure. 

• Business Technology students are studying busi-
ness ethics and social responsibility. 

• Mock Interviews were completed for Careers 
classes. 

• Spanish students are going on a field trip to an 
authentic Mexican restaurant as they continue 
their unit on food. 

• Phys. Ed. Students are participating in activities 
such as football, basketball, kickball, and walking. 

9th Grade Connections 

12th Grade Connections 11th Grade Connections 
March Madness has ended, but only for the NCAA.  
Twelfth graders are diligently working on their gradua-
tion project papers and presentations, and preparing 
for their move into the òreal world.ó  April brings the 
last and final quarter of high school, along with educa-
tion in the following areas: 

• English students are reading Anna in the Tropics, 
by Hispanic playwright Nilo Cruz.  Through this 
recent drama, they will be exposed to historical 
context and various professions in the arts. 

• Professions in the arts will also be explored 
through film-making in Computer Applications.  
Students will be using iMovie to create their own 
biographies. 

• Students in Sociology will be covering concepts of 
social institutions, population, and urbanization, 
with a specific emphasis on the City of Pittsburgh. 

• College in High School and Online courses will 
soon wrap-up and students will complete their 
electronic portfolios. 

Visit us on the web at 
www.ccchs.net 







Community Connection: Prism Stained Glass By Bryan Ceberio 

Got Milk? By Mrs. Karpinski 

back championship games.  
These wins provided CCCHS 
with two championship trophies 
for the display case, along with 
bragging rights for years to 
come.  Congratulations to our 
Coyotes and, especially, to sen-
iors Steven Edmonds, Ramon 
Harris-Moon, James Henderson, 
and Ramont Keys.  

The Career Connections Charter 
High School (CCCHS) Coyotes boyõs 
varsity basketball team, led by 
Coach Jay Gentile and Assistant 
Coaches Greg Lockley and Tom Ma-
loney, finally clinched their first 
and second championships.  In or-
der to accomplish this feat, the 
Coyotes had to beat long-time 
league rival, Auberle, in back-to-

We are the Champions By Steven Edmonds 

here to provide you with all 
of your stained glass needs. 
 
Berard was once an art ma-
jor who worked for a num-
ber of fine art companies, 

but it was not long 
until she decided to 
open up her own busi-
ness and created 
Prism Stained Glass in Law-
renceville. For the past six 
years, Berard has predomi-
nantly performed restoration 
work for several churches 
and local residents. She is 

also open to design, build, and in-
stall any stained glass artwork for 
her patrons. Berard  and her small 

Yes, Pittsburgh IS the city of 
bridges, but did you know that 
Pittsburgh was once known for its 
stained glass artwork? Sadly, the 
glass industry is going the way of 
the dinosaurs, and thereõs much 
need for 
repair and 
restoration 
in the sur-
rounding 
area. 
Where 
would you 
go to find 
an intricate 
design for your neighborhood? 
Thankfully, Catherine Berard, 
owner of Prism Stained Glass, is 

staff, 
along with 
her three 
wonderful 
pets, work 
out of her 
business 
located at 
5234 But-
ler Street. 

If youõre interested in stained glass 
designing, contact Prism Stained 
Glass at 412-781-8828 or 
prismstainedglass@verizon.net.  
 
Prism Stained Glass will be partici-
pating in this yearõs Summer Job 
Program here at CCCHS. See Ms. 
Ratley for further details. 

sponsor a contest, amongst the 
AMC groups, using a business-like 
approach.  In keeping with the ca-
reer theme, Mr. Voit helped to de-
velop criteria for a business pro-
posal.  Each AMC was then asked 
to write a business proposal for its 
poster idea based upon this tem-
plate.  The Wellness Team was 
hoping that this challenge would 
not only help strengthen writing 
and communication skills amongst 
students, but team work strategies 
as well. 
 
Once submitted, the proposals 
were evaluated using a rubric that 
assessed each component of the 
business proposal. As the March 
16 deadline arrived, the Wellness 
Team had collected many creative 

Have you noticed the cool Got Milk 
posters in the first floor hallway 
featuring many of CCCHSõ own 
staff and students?  Funds for the 
posters were obtained for the 2007-
2008 school year through a grant 
from the Mid Atlantic Dairy Asso-
ciation.  This grant provided 
enough money for students and 
staff at CCCHS to create posters 
last year, and even left us funds to 
allow students to make posters 
during this school year.  However, 
the fact that there was only enough 
money to produce five posters, left 
the Wellness Team faced with the 
dilemma of selecting who would 
make those posters.  How could 
the participants be chosen fairly? 
 
The Wellness Team decided to 

and 
inter-
esting 
propos-
als.  
The first winners, Mr. Witonõs AMC 
group, were announced on March 
25.  This group submitted a very 
thorough proposal that was tar-
geted towards the students at Ca-
reer Connections.  Mr. Witon and 
his mentees, Tyree Shorter, Mike 
Byrd, Terrell Hopkins, Taylor Kray-
nak, Andrew Williams and John 
McClure, started production on 
their poster during the first few 
days of April. 
 
The remaining four winning AMC 
groups will be announced in the 
upcoming weeks. 

The CCCHS boys basketball team just 
moments after winning their first of 

two championships. 


