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Speakers and Readers and WRITERS& Oh My! By Ms. Husarik

On April 17, 2009, Career
Connections Charter High
School hosted its 2nd Annual
Writersi Fair. This event pro-
vided young, aspiring writers
the opportunity to meet and
learn from local professionals
who have been successful in
writing careers. CCCHS not
only opened this unique ex-
perience to its own students,
but invited neighboring
schools including Word of
God, Christ the Divine
Teacher Catholic Academy,
and Good Shepherd as well.
Students attended three in-
teractive workshops in which
they discussed and practiced
skills related to creative writ-
ing.

Each workshop was a unique
experience facilitated by one
of the five local writers in at-
tendance. Dessie Bey, au-
thor of Snappini Out, shared
some smooth and soulful po-
etry and her workshop pro-
vided students the opportu-
nity to write and discuss
their own poetry. Also in at-

tendance was Jacqueline
Druga-Marchetti, creator
of young adult horror and
poetry, including The
Shroud | and Il. Her capti-
vating enthusiasm for her
craft was evident in her
workshop, where students
wrote their own literature
reviews. Faradayis Pop-
corn Factory author, San-
dra Gould Ford, inspired
students to manipulate
words and meaning to de-
velop their own, creative
piece. Lamont Jones in-
formed students about the
publishing aspect of writ-
ing and shared insight
from his experience found-
ing Pneuma Publishing
International, Inc. He en-
couraged students to take
advantage of the many on-
line opportunities to pub-
lish and share writing.
The final presenter, Tim
Menees, brought his rep-
ertoire of editorial car-
toons and diverse writing
experiences to the table to
encourage students to

write fascinating dia-
logues. All of the afore-
mentioned authors of-
fered diverse knowledge
and provided a one-of-a-
kind opportunity for
young writers to learn
and share their fascina-
tion and desire to write.

Moreover, all students
who participated were
eligible to enter the coin-
ciding writing contests.
On the day of the event,
students were given
monetary prizes for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd place in the
following writing catego-
ries: informational, per-
suasive, poetry, and
drama. Congratulations
to our own CCCHS stu-
dents! Pasha Frison, 10th
grade, took home first
place in the poetry cate-
gory. JaCeka McElligott,
also a 10th grader, re-
ceived 2nd place for her
informational piece and
3rd place for her persua-
sive piece, 9th grader,
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Darian Smithis persuasive
entry earned him 2nd place.

By and large, the 2nd Annual
Writersi Fair was a success.
The writers were informative
and the students were at-
tentive. Thank you to all
who made this event possi-
ble!

Ground Breaking Under Way for the New YEZ Building By Mr. DeHart

Throughout my 10 years at Career Con-
nections, | have seen the creation of
many programs and watched our school
reach many milestones, including our
first graduating class in 2003, the es-
tablishment of an athletics program,
and the creation of a dual enroll-

of CCCHS, which
are located above
the Rent-A-
Center on Butler
Street.

ment/internship program just to name

a few. CCCHS and the Boys & Girls
Club were proud to announce that we
had the ground breaking for the new
Youth Enterprise Zone (YEZ) building.

The YEZ is a business that is run by
students of CCCHS under the watchful

The new $2.5
million YEZ will
be located at the
corner of 52nd
and Butler
streets. In addi-
tion to the YEZ,
Outlet Connec-

or individuals. Currently, the YEZ op-
erates out of the administrative offices

owned

Mayor Luke Ravenstahl with
CCCHS students at the

eye of Lauren Wolcott, Director of Entre-
preneurship Training. The YEZ assem-
bles and sells gift baskets in addition to
running a poster press, which designs
and creates posters used by businesses

. . ground breaking.
tion will move

from their location on the 4300 block
of Butler Street to the new building.
Outlet Connection is a retail business

by the Boys & Girls Club,

which also employs many CCCHS

students. In addition to these
businesses, the building will
have a Breyeris Ice Cream par-
lor and Gevalia Coffee Shop.

Some notable faces at the
ground breaking event were
Mike Hepler, president of the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Western
PA, Senator Jim Ferlo, and
Mayor Luke Ravenstahl. Join-
ing them at the ceremony were
four students from CCCHS,
and employees of the YEZ, who
were lucky to grab a shovel

and be a part of the actual ground
breaking.



