
The next challenge we face as a school com-
munity is sustaining these academic successes 
and increasing them further.  With the guid-
ance and instruction of our dedicated staff, it is 
a goal well within reach.  With each of these 
successes, students take one more step toward 
blazing a trail into their futures.  More and 
more students are talking about attending col-
lege after graduation, a conversation that was 
rare at Career Connections just five years ago.  
Students are more pensive about their futures 
and are learning to take the proper steps in 
order to reach their full potentials.   One such 
way is the formation of the college prep club 
and the multiple college visits the members 
have experienced this year.  These students are 
learning the ins and outs of college life, the 
academic requirements to be admitted, new 
responsibilities such as time management, and 
the financial requirements of attending college.  
They are also assessing what is important to 
them when selecting colleges and universities 
to apply to; do they have my major, are there 
clubs and activities that meet my needs and 
interests, what does the food in the dining halls 
taste like, etcé  
One thing that does remain a constant and will 
not change is the dedication of the staff to the 
successes of our students, both personally and 
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Change is a word that is rarely welcomed with 
open arms; in fact, most times, it is resisted by 
both young and old.  It brings feelings of un-
easiness because of the òunknownó factor it 
carries with it.  The 2009-2010 school year at 
Career Connections began with change and that 
change continues to be prevalent each day.  
How you ask?  You need only look in any given 
classroom and you will notice that our students 
look great.  Instituting a uniform into the dress 
code has transformed our students from average 
looking young adults to the best looking and 
most professionally dressed students in the area.   
Not only have these uniforms instilled a strong 
sense of positive identity for our students, but 
they have enabled students to worry less about 
their wardrobes.  This has, in turn, produced 
positive outcomes in the classroom as well.  We 
recently celebrated some of our highest num-
bers for perfect attendance, honor roll and high 
honor roll for the first quarter compared to past 
school years.   Nearly fifty-one percent of the 
freshman class, twenty-six percent of the sopho-
more class, forty percent of the junior class and 
fifty-two percent of the senior class received at 
least one award for their dedication and hard 
work.  That is change that we can all agree is 
welcome. 
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academically.  Those successes will be realized 
by our students during and after their high 
school careers and the vehicle that this will be 
accomplished on is the mission of CCCHS. 

 The mission of Career Connections Charter 
High School is òto provide a safe learning 
environment that prepares students for a 
productive life.  The teaching of skills that 
help to achieve career goals will be accom-
plished through a strong teacher-parent-
student partnership.  Through small classes, 
an interdisciplinary curriculum, innovative 
teaching techniques and an internship com-
ponent; our student will be prepared to make 
informed vocational choices.ó     
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reward and the next set of coordi-
nates.  The night was capped off 
with students making their way 
through a corn maze and dessert at 
a local coffee shop. 
The second day started with break-
fast and then it was off to the low 
ropes course.  Students traverse 
several different challenges that 
require problem solving, communi-
cation, and teamwork to complete.  
These challenges reinforced the ò7 
habitsó and really tested how well 
the students could deal with adver-
sity.  It was also a test of how well 
students could work in teams, bat-
tle frustration, and think outside 
the box.  After these trials, the 
students were treated to a haunted 
lecture by one of the resident fac-
ulty at Clarion which, of course, 
was about the dorm the boys were 
staying in.   

This month, 37 students were taken to 
the annual Leadership Academy at 
Clarion University.  It is the third year 
that we have done the program.  The 
Academy centers on the book 7 Habits 
of the Highly Effective Teen, by Sean 
Covey, and starts with activities that 
explain the òhabitsó in a fun and inter-
active way.  It is these òhabitsó that are 
at the heart of the program.  The 
òhabitsó they learn in the first few 
sessionsñteamwork, perseverance, 
handling frustration, and succeedingñ
are put to the test in a series of chal-
lenges throughout the three day jour-
ney. 
On the first day, students were broken 
into groups and given their first chal-
lenge.  They were given a map of Clar-
ion University, a GPS unit, and a set of 
coordinates.  Then the race was on.  
Each group navigated to various cam-
pus locations where they had to com-
plete a group challenge in order to get a 

The third day the students com-
pleted the Great Discovery.  Stu-
dents were posed a series of prob-
ing questions about their lives and 
their futures.  Questions included 
òwhere do you see yourself in 
twenty years?ó and òif you could 
do one thing without failure, what 
would it be?ó  These questions 
challenged the students to think 
of themselves in the future, as 
well as made them take a look in 
the mirror to see who they are 
now.   
This experience was truly an eye 
opener for most of our students.  
Getting students out of their com-
fort zones and into situations 
where teamwork was essential 
gave them a better understanding 
of the challenges that face them 
next year and for years to come. 

 

Mr. Dave 
Palmer, seen 
right, is the 
Vice Principal 
at CCCHS 



10th Grade Connections 

Perfect Attendance 
Rashawn Allen 

Jeffrey Edwards 

Jonathan Elliott 

Allison Harless 

Mariah Hill 

Erika Jones 

Marianna Jurasek 

 

High Honor Roll 
Crystal Coyne 

Allison Harless 
Julianna Jurasek 
Marianna Jurasek 

Taylor Kranak 
JaCeka McElligott 
Jessica Morrison 

Azeeza Reed 
Shantelle Smith 
Lindsay Starkey 

Perfect Attendance 
Shakona Hampton 

Kayla Johnson  
Khadijah Latham 

Brandon McCaskill 
James McKelvia 

Brendan Rea 
TaõRayshia West 
Jordan Wilson 
Mikeese Yates 

 
High Honor Roll 

Danielle Cogdell 
Amber Gavulic 

Keira Hardy 
Brandon Jackson 

Alexandria Johnson 
Gloria Jones 
Simone Jones 

Austin Kulikowski 
Quinn Lewis-Reese 

Joshua Synan 

Brittany Wolfe 

Perfect Attendance 
ChaRae Carpenter 

DeõJenae Humphries 

Londell Jackson 

Zafir McBryde 

Jaric Moon 

Marzuq Muhammad 

Najee Salaam 

Tyree Shorter 

Hope Spencer 

Montel Veney 

Richard Zeckowski Jr.  

 

High Honor Roll 
Austin Crawford 

Nicholas Jendrzejewski 

Matthew Kearns 

Keiona Smith 

Maria Whaby 

9th Grade Connections 

12th Grade Connections 11th Grade Connections 
Perfect Attendance 

Brandon Christian 
Darryl Coaston  

Tyler Fortier 
Brittany Greene 

Ron Goldie 
Amber Golightly 

Amber Jankowski 
Lakia Knight 
Shayla Locke 
John McClure 

Michael Michalski 
Sean OõDonnell 
NaRaya Pope 
Tiffany Reese 

JoVonne Rose-Robinson 
Twaneisha Williams 
Heather Zeckowski 

 
High Honor Roll 

Emily Beatty 
Brandon Christian 

Domenic Fazio 

Honor Roll 
Shakira Allen 

Nicholas Austin 

Zander Brown 

TaõShauna Caldwell 

Miranda Chirico 

Angela Devlin 

Lashaya Freeman 

Erica Friedman 

Monet Griffin 
Shakona Hampton 

DeAzia Hutson 
Kayla Johnson 

James McKelvia 
Kalena Megginson 
Michael Michalek 

Aliyah Ocasio 
Ajene Smith 
Sherry Smith 

Brittany Taylor 
Jordan Wilson 

Honor Roll 
Giuseppe Aliberto 

Bryanna Collins 

Marzuq Muhammad  

Frank Policicchio 

Jerissa Smith 

Hope Spencer 

Deontae Stanton 

Honor Roll 
Cidney Edwards 

Jeffrey Edwards 

Pasha Frison 

DeAndre Henderson 

Mariah Hill 

Jamai Johnson 

Shantanique Johnson 

Erika Jones 

Dominique McCorkle 

Shawn Scott 

Vernita Taylor-Curgess 

Jay Anthony Wolfe 

Anthony Garner 
Amber Golightly 
Shamel Green 

Jasmine Harvey 
Amber Jankowski 

Artrell Knight 
Lakia Knight 
Shayla Locke 

Michael Michalski 
NaRaya Pope 
Tiffany Reese 

JoVonne Rose-Robinson 
Twaneisha Williams 
Heather Zeckowski 

 
Honor Roll 
Troy Chappell 
Darryl Coaston 

Anthony Cortez-Wilkes 
Ron Goldie 

Brittany Greene 
Sean OõDonnell 

Shannon Rhodes 
Renee Smith 

Shatwanda Williams  



 

Snowball 
Dance 

Saturday, December 19, 2009 
6:30 pm to 10 pm 

Tickets: $5 Single  $8 Couple 

Career Connections Charter High School Presents: 

Tickets will go on sale Monday, 
December 7th after school 

Come and enjoy a semi-formal homecoming 

event at Career Connections Charter High 

School.  All tickets must be purchased ahead of 

time.  If you are bring a guest from another 

school, you must have a completed guest con-

tract. 



CAREER CONNECTIONS CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL 
 

2009-2010 BOYS BASKETBALL SCHEDULE   
 
 

Tue. Nov. 24  Away  Wilson Christian*  7:30 JV 4:30 
Sat. Nov. 28  Away  Northgate (Tri-Scrimmage) 10:00  
Tue. Dec. 1  Home  Pittsburgh Project  8:00  
Thur. Dec. 3  Away  Jewish Community Center 8:30  
Sat. Dec. 5  Home  Wilson Christian*  5:00 JV 2:00  
Tue. Dec. 8  Home  Northside Urban Pathways 8:00 JV 6:30 
Wed. Dec. 9  Away  Peabody (Scrimmage)  3:30  
Fri. Dec. 11  Away  Avonworth Tip-Off Tourney 6:00 
Sat. Dec. 12  Away  Avonworth Tip-Off Tourney TBD JV TBD  
Tue. Dec. 15  Away  Westinghouse   7:30 JV 6:00 
Thur. Dec. 17  Home  Hillel Academy   8:00 
Sat. Dec. 19  Home  Urban Impact   2:00 
Mon. Dec. 28  Away  Apollo-Ridge Holiday Tourney TBD 
Wed. Dec. 30  Away  Apollo-Ridge Holiday Tourney TBD 
Wed. Jan. 6  Home  Auberle    8:00  
Tue. Jan. 12  Away  Winchester Thurston  7:30 JV 6:00  
Wed. Jan. 13  Home   Jewish Community Center 8:00 JV Only 
Thur. Jan. 14  Home  Jewish Community Center 8:00 
Tue. Jan. 19  Home  Northside Urban Pathways 8:00 JV 6:30 
Thur. Jan. 21  Home  Pittsburgh Project  8:00 
Sat. Jan 23  Away  Urban Impact   10:30 
Tue. Jan. 26  Home  Westinghouse   8:00 JV 6:30 
Thur. Jan. 28  Home  Hillel Academy   8:00  
Sat. Jan. 30  Home  Kiski School   2:30 JV 1:00 
Tue. Feb. 2  Away  Auberle    7:00  
Thur. Feb. 4  Home  Winchester Thurston  8:00 JV 6:30  
 
GPIBL Academic Division Playoffs 

1st Round (4 vs. 5) 2/15, Semi-Finals 2/18, Finals 2/24 

GPIBL Independent Division Playoffs 

1st Round (2 vs. 7, 4 vs. 5, 3 vs. 6) 2/16, Semi-Finals 2/22, Finals 2/25 

1st Round and Semi-Finals played at home sites, Finals sites TBD 

 

All dates and times subject to change 

Home games played at Lawrenceville Boys & Girls Club 

* Part of Boy/Girl Double-Header   ## Senior Recognition Day 



The College Prep Club Experience By Mr. Witon 

with testing strategies, testing dates and costs, and 
sample test questions to prepare for the SAT.  
Mr. Maloney graciously donated his time to con-
duct an SAT Verbal practice session where he 
used word association and elimination techniques 
to solve several sample test questions. 

The students have been excited to have the op-
portunity to travel to several state colleges and 
tour their campuses.  Some of the tours will in-
clude IUP, Pitt-Greensburg, and Slippery Rock.  
These trips have helped many seniors and juniors 
view a variety of college campuses and have nar-
rowed their college choices.   

 

Students have been excited to explore the college 
atmosphere outside of Career Connections Char-
ter High School.  The college experience begins 
with college tours, the SAT, and the college appli-
cation process.  In the inaugural club year, twenty
-one students who have earned high grade point 
averages and have college ambitions are partici-
pating in the club activities. 

In eleventh grade, the students have been practic-
ing SAT math and reading questions during 
monthly after-school meetings.  The SAT format-
ted questions are different than the typical PSSA 
questions that most students practice during their 
high school coursework.  Students are presented 

Every club member has the skill, dedication, and 
work ethic to get accepted to a four year college.  
The unique talents of our students and their de-
sires for further education should be com-
mended. 

Name:  Mr. Federinko 
Talents: Teaching, Flying Stunt Kites, Wilderness Survival 

Hobbies/ Clubs:  Boy Scouts of America, Teaching High School Drum lines 

Favorite Colors: Baby Blue and Brown 

Neighborhood youõre from: North Huntingdon, Pennsylvania 

Your Favorite Subject When You Were In School:  Science 
Siblings:  One brother 

Favorite Food:  Chinese 
Favorite Sports Teams:  Pittsburgh Penguins 

Favorite Movie:  The Matrix Trilogy 
Your Favorite Teacher When You Were in School:  Mr. Lynn- 5th Grade 

Favorite Holiday:  Thanksgiving, òGreat Foodó 
Have You Ever Traveled? Where?  òI donõt really travel often, but I have been to Las Ve-

gasó. 

Teacher Spotlight By Simone Jones 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now offers FREE tutoring!  All CCCHS students can 
accept free tutoring services at locations including: 

• Estelle Campbell Boys and Girls Club 

• Earthen Vessel Outreach 

• Urban Youth Action 

Phone: 412 682 1816 
Fax: 412 682 6559 

E-mail: jwenner@ccchs.net 

To receive more information 

FREE Tutoring! 

Career Connections Charter High School 

This monthõs òPoetry Connectionó was provided by 
Mr. Federinkoõs 9th Grade English class. 

 

Untitled 

By Alley Johnson 

 

I donõt know what it is. 

How can it make me feel the way I do? 

It just makes me want to dance 

It makes me want to sing 

It makes me want to blast it 

And makes everyone else feel the same. 

 

What would our world be like without it? 

Cause I am addicted 

And itõs my drug 

And I donõt need a withdrawal. 

So I donõt care and donõt want to find out. 

 

I donõt know what it is about music. 

But whatever it is 

Itõs alive 

And our bond is eternal. 

The Poetry Connection 



said, òSchool is more important than playing 
basketball.  If players canõt function properly in 
school then they canõt play.ó 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boys Team- 
 Mr. Gentile. The head coach of the 
boysõ basketball team says that he is excited for 
the upcoming season. He says there are a lot of 
guys on the team this year that were on the team 
last year, but there is also a good group of new 
players he thinks could possibly be upcoming 
stars. When asked what he would like to improve 
on, Mr. Gentile simply replied òEverything.ó 
Then he stated that he would prepare the team 
for this season by training hard to get stronger, 
faster, and in better shape. When asked why 
school is important in basketball, Mr. Gentile 

Girls Team- 
 Mr. Voit, the girlsõ basketball head 
coach says he feels good about the upcoming 
season because the 11th grade girls have improved 
since last year.  This year he has also seen the 
largest number of girls trying out for the team, 
making the bench more talented because of the 
variety of players. The stars are also more tal-
ented. Mr. Voit would like for his team to im-
prove on foul shots, and running their òswingó 
offense. He would like to prepare his players by 
conditioning, and more intensified practices. 

 

The Art Connection 
This monthõs contribution 
comes to us from Ms. Ci-
eslakõs art class. 

 

The freshman class is ex-
ploring the Elements of Art 
throughout this half of the 
year. The first project was 
exploring expressive lines 
to create a composition. 
Here is a look at the won-
derful work that is being 
produced this quarter by 
our freshman class. 

 

Alexander Chiari created 
this piece. His work exem-
plifies what expressive line 
can produce.  

 

Beautiful job Alex! 

The Coyote Connection By Matt Kearns 


