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2008 Walkersi Festival

As a senior here at Career
Connections Charter High
School, | worked with the
Summer Job Program and
did an internship with a
non-profit organization
called Lifecycles Unlimited.
This program is geared
toward health and fitness
in the community. The
president, Mrs. JoOAnn
Kline, started this program
in hopes of reaching out to
Pittsburgh communities to
join together in their
neighborhoods and work-
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gins, Kristina Downer,
and | all worked with Mrs.
Kline to help her put to-
gether her first annual
Walkerts Festival at the
Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG
Aquarium. This festival
hosted many vendors in-
cluding Heinz Ketchup,
Magee Hospital, and Chat-
ham University. The festi-
val offered fun demos and
prizes, raffles and dance
lessons, and an arts and
crafts tent for the chil-
dren. Tenisha and |

By Leanore Burrell

Bear and | was Dora the
Explorer. We had so much
fun!

Many corporations spon-
sored this wonderful event
and we had many volun-
teers. Some of them are
right under your noses.
Career Connections had
12 volunteers that helped
make this a success and
we greatly appreciated it.
Hopefully next year you all
can attend and maybe
even become an intern for
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out and gain new relation-
ships. Her mission is
sponsored by the Leslie
Sansone In-door Walking
Program called oltis So
Easy.6

This summer Tenisha Hig-

dressed as characters to
draw children to our many
attractions and also to
provide the younger chil-
dren with a chance to
meet their favorite friends.
Tenisha was a Share Care Unlimited@verizon.net

Lifecycles.

If you wish to learn more
about Lifecycles go to
www. lifecyclesunlimited.or

Lifecycles_

g or email Mrs. Kline at

o

CCCHS students in
costumes for the event

Changes at CCCHS to Reflect Needs & Interests of Our Students

Every school year brings something
new 0 new students, new teachers
and new initiatives. At Career Con-
nections, some major new initiatives
are underway. The purpose of all
these initiatives is to help your child
be successful at CCCHS.

One of these initiatives is already
having a positive impact on stu-
dents. The starting time was moved
to 8:00am and a late shift ending at
3:30pm for selected students, was
begun. Punctuality has increased
as tardiness declined noticeably
during the first month. Punctuality
is a critical habit to develop in order
to be successful in college, employ-
ment and daily living.

CCCHS has consistently invested in
technology. Among the dozens of
new computers, class sets of wire-
less laptops have been acquired.
Additional improvements have been
made to technology which will bene-
fit students and teachers d wireless

routers, electronic portfolios for stu-
dents, LCD projectors, software,
more on-line course opportunities,
smartboards and website enhance-
ments.

Especially significant has been the
creation of our 0Connectionsé pro-
grams for students with a specific
interest in a possible career area 6
whether after graduation or after
college. Already in place and operat-
ing are:

HOP dHealth Occupations & Profes-
sions, mentored by Lisa Allen

YEZ 0 Youth Enterprise Zone, men-
tored by Lauren Wolcott

PAR 08 Pre-Apprenticeship Readi-
ness, mentored by Richard Wilson

LOL 0 Leadership Opportunities
Lab, mentored by Thomas Barnes

ACE 6 Academic Compact Environ-
ment, mentored by Cindy Erickson

Feel free to contact the faculty

member for more information on
these evolving programs.

More thematic 0Connectionsd are
being considered for implementa-
tion.

Dramatic changes have occurred
in the daily schedule. Your best
source of information is your
child. Ask about the AMC period,
or the icorel reading during period
8, or his or her portfolio require-
ments. Many initiatives from last
year are being maintained, such
as released time for religious in-
struction on Tuesday afternoons
and weekly activity periods.

It is hoped that your child makes
full use of the opportunities avail-
able here at CCCHS. In future
newsletters we will explore addi-
tional possibilities.

Thanks for
CCCHS.

Article submitted by Dr. Brian White
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9th Grade Connections

Freshmen students are hard at work and adjusting well
to the rigors of high school. Here is a sampling of topics
in their classes. In Mrs. Nicholsi Physical Science class,
the students just completed the diversity of matter unit.
In this unit, the students learned about lab safety
rules, finding various types of measurements , and con-
verting between units. In Mr. Kulinnais English class,
students began the year reading four personal narra-
tives. The students are now trying their hand at writing
their own personal narrative for class. This month, stu-
dents are reading 0Radio Golfé by August Wilson and
will have the opportunity to see the play late in Octo-
ber. Mr. Antonucciis American Democracy class is con-
centrating on American History and American Govern-
ment. Students began the school year by building on to
the foundation of early American History. The focus of
the students for the first two months will be the 13
colonies and pre-revolutionary war history. Ms. Cope-
landis Algebra students are learning to write rules for
In/Out tables as they prepare for writing and solving
equations and graphing. Her Pre-Algebra students are
solving expressions using the order of operations and
justifying their steps by telling owhyo they chose that
step. Business Technology | students are learning how
to use Microsoft Office 2007 and are currently working
with the word processing application, Microsoft Word.

11th Grade Connections

11th grade students have started their final year as
otraditional students.6 CCCHS has been preparing stu-
dents for the senior year, and rigor is on the agenda.
Mr. Downsi Chemistry students have been working on
energy and light. Students will learn about solar cells,
batteries, generators, different forms of light and their
uses, and energy transformations. Students will be dis-
cussing environmental hazards and benefits associated
with each energy type. Students will also be searching
for science fair project ideas which need Mr. Downsi
approval. In Ms. Husarikis English Il class, students
are reading Dave Pelyeris memoir A Child Called It. This
book has sparked a lot of interest and students are fe-
verishly reading further on to find out what he will go
through next? Mr. Greenawaltis United States History
students are studying early colonization of the Ameri-
cas. They will wrap up the unit studying how the Con-
stitution was written and the process that got the initial
amendments ratified. Ms. Boydis Algebra Il students
are currently working on Algebraic equations and PSSA
prep. Business Technology Ill students are learning
how marketing affects their everyday life by analyzing
how companies focus their advertising strategies on
them.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS

OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA

10th Grade Connections

10th grade students are expanding their knowledge from their
9th grade courses as they tackle more in-depth topics as they
pertain to their core subjects. Biology students are studying
hypotheses in a unique class project. The project uses Alka-
Seltzer and students are to use their biology knowledge to
make hypotheses about what will happen. Mr. Maloneyis Eng-
lish 1l students have been working on a newspaper project
where the students will write a non-fictional text. Students
will soon be looking at teen poetry. Mr. Wilsonis World Cul-
tures class is focusing on the Ancient World. Mr. Wilson is
taking the students on a 0Tour of Ancient Civilizations.6 In Mr.
Witonis Geometry class, students are looking at Parallels and
Polygons. His Algebra | students are studying variables and
patterns. Business Technology Il students are being intro-
duced to the world of business, concentrating right now on
Economics. Ms. Ericksonis Spanish class, which is comprised
of students from grades 9, 10 and 11, has been continuing
with a review of last yearis material. They are currently mov-
ing on to new material, such as verb conjugation.

Visit us on the web at
www.ccchs.net

12th Grade Connections

Our seniors benefit from a variety of interesting courses and
topics in their 12th grade year. In English, students are
learning to read critically and question authors through the
novel | Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou.
Students are embarking on a journey of self discovery with
the protagonist, and simultaneously discovering themselves
by writing a memoir. Twelfth Grade Computers is a 2-
semester course divided up into HTML for the 1st Semester
and Multimedia Design for the 2nd Semester. The main
topics to be covered include an Introduction to HTML, Cre-
ating and Editing a Web Page, Creating Web Pages with
Links, Images, and Formatted Text, Creating Tables in a
Web Site, Using Frames in a Web Site, Creating a Form on
a Web Page, advanced Microsoft PowerPoint, using iPhoto,
iMovie, and GarageBand3. Sociology is a class that investi-
gates human groups and how they interact in society. We
have examined the current movement of urban redevelop-
ment in East Liberty. This investigation focused on the his-
torical events that lead to change and the positive and nega-
tive ramifications of urban redevelopment. Currently, we
are exploring the development of sociology and the impor-
tant sociologists who have contributed to the field. Seniors
get to select a course from an online catalog. The courses
are offered by The National Network of Digital Schools, and
are based on the Lincoln Interactive Curriculum. This fo-
rum also exposes the students to the new technology of on-
line learning. This is the same technology used by universi-
ties and businesses, thus CCCHS seniors will have first
hand experience in using the latest learning technology put-
ting them on the cutting edge.
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Community Connection: Perk Me Up By Bryan Ceberio

Do you need a break from life, a
place to hang out, or just want to try
something new and exciting? Well
look no further my friend, because
the Perk Me Up Coffee House is your
trip to satisfaction and tranquility.
The owner, Helen McMullen, is met
with abundant hospitality and is
open to try rich and innovative ac-
tivities that the whole family can en-
joy. For three years, she has been
conducive in creating a fruitful envi-
ronment that offers serenity for both
sophisticated and imaginative char-
acters alike.

| had to ask

Helen where

the magic

begins, and

she replied,

olt all starts

in the

kitchen. Our

staff is in the

back baking

several kinds of good products for
our customers to enjoy. The kids
mostly come for our cookies and
milkshakes, and the adults come for

The Art Connection

the coffee and various meals to eat.6

Throughout the experience, her
workforce has formed many exotic
and tasteful treats that people can
choose from. These dishes
compose of 24 baked

goods, 12 sandwiches, 3

salads, and 20 different

soups. She has also met

some delightful characters

along the way, some of

whom include artists, mu-
sicians, a unicyclist, and a

few interesting senior citi-

zens.

0My vision of philosophy,6 she
continued to say, 0is to pro-
vide a unity that is consistent
with the highest quality for
the general public. My duty is
to reflect a collaboration of
livelihood that works within a
school-wise and business-wise
manner. We have no Internet
access at Perk Me Up because
| feel that those with laptops become
isolated from their surrounding area.
| wanted to make a place where peo-
ple can talk, laugh, and even debate

Students in grades 9, 10, and 11 take Art class
two days per week. Ms. Cieslak, a new teacher at
CCCHS, has students in each grade level explor-
ing the elements of art: color, line, shape, value
or tone, texture, volume or form. The students
are applying these concepts on small art projects
and drills. So far, students have covered expres-
sive/direct line as well as value/tone, positive/
negative space and shape. To the right is an ex-
ample of our student work. Emily Beatty com-

pleted this assignment a short time ago.

Emily took her time, used her
patience, and explored her
creativity with this assignment to
go above and beyond. Fantastic

Job Emily!

Ms. Cieslak.

amongst each other and be
able to do it in a lively com-
munity shop.6

The moment | first stepped
inside, |
was over-
whelmed by
the elegant
aroma of
cappucci-
nos and
café lattés.
There were
SO many

fine varieties to choose from

that | didnit even know what
to pick. The servitude is es-
pecially charming; all the
employees are cheerful and
serve up every order with
smiles on their faces. They
even have musical perform-
ances on Sundays played by
local and traveling bands.

Any customer that walks in

seems contented to stay, so

what are you waiting for?

Come and check out the Perk

Me Up. It will perk you up!
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