
lies and the school.  With less em-
phasis on clothes, cost-saving possi-
bilities for families, and the good be-
havior associated with uniform com-
pliance, the transition seems to be a 
win-win for all. 
 
It is anticipated that the full imple-
mentation of the service hours man-
dated  for students and families will 
also be beneficial for all involved. The 
opportunity to have students and 
families work jointly on a service pro-
ject will create memories and coop-
eration that not only strengthen the 
family, but can be fun and render a 
great help to the community, school 
or neighborhood. The Pupil Services 
office, the Parent Facilitators and the 
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The new school year is well underway 
with some major changes. The two 
major changes are the uniform code 
and the addition of the service hours 
requirement for families.  Both board 
approved policies have been well-
received and have not discouraged 
new applications, as indicated by our 
enrollment of just under 300. 
 
The most  visible change has been the 
move from a dress code to a uniform 
code. Despite some minor difficulties, 
the transition has been quite success-
ful and the feedback equally positive. 
Many compliments have been received 
from community members and the 
public. It is hoped that the change to 
uniforms will benefit students, fami-

Two Changes Bring in a New Year By Dr. White 

The Freshman Experience By Simone Jones 
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Inside this issue: 

annual Pay It Forward day will 
share means and sources of provid-
ing information to meet this man-
date.  Feel free to share any service 
projects you are aware of  which 
might be of interest to others.  We 
will be glad to share stories of ser-
vice projectsñlet us hear from you. 

Editor and Layout Design: 
Mrs. Carmen Pasquantonio 

talking to new people just 
to get to know them. We 
students spent time ask-
ing each othersõ names 
and other questionsé 
How old are you? What 
grade are you in? Things 
like that. Not only did the 
students not know one 
another, but the teachers 
also had to start fresh, 
getting to know more stu-
dents that would attend 
their school. 

 

I had a view of the school 
and I loved how small the 
classes were. Right then 
and there, I knew it was 
going to be a good yearñ
much better than my ex-
perience in middle school 
with much more opportu-
nity and more independ-
ence. Letõs be honest, 
school is okay. There are 
some disadvantages, like 
waking up early and try-
ing not to be absent so 
that you do not have to 
make up any work for the 

Walking through the doors of 
Career Connections Charter 
High School was such an ex-
perience. I was so happy that 
I was finally in high school, 
and that middle and elemen-
tary school were over with. 
On my first day, I was a bit 
nervous but more excited 
than anything. Of course, 
you are going to be a bit 
nervous because you are 
starting all over again in a 
brand new school with differ-
ent people around you. You 
do not know anyone and you 
kind of feel out of place at the 
moment.  Even though I felt 
nervous, I felt quite comfort-
ableñlike I belonged here. 

 

Orientation was a huge help 
for me. It lasted two days and 
gave those who were new to 
the school a chance just to 
get used to CCCHS.  I did not 
enjoy the testing we had to 
do (based on your score on 
the test you were placed in a 
certain class), but I did like 
getting along with others and 

classes you have missed, 
but there are a lot of ad-
vantages. I love the ac-
tivities and clubs that 
CCCHS offers. Help is 
always there for us stu-
dents, but it is up to us 
to get help or not by com-
ing early in the morning 
or staying after school. 
The Breakfast Club is 
helpful.  If your grade is 
bad in Math or even Eng-
lish, take advantage of 
going, it will help you im-
prove. If you do not want 
to go all week, go once a 
week. It is still worth it.  

My advice to fellow 
freshmen is to try your 
best and to take high 
school seriously. This 
experience will affect 
you in your future 
whether you like it or 
not. Get good grades 
and be yourself!  

 

Left-Freshman Simone Jones, 
Class of 2013. 

Students pose in their new school  uniforms.   



10th Grade Connections 

• Algebra 2 students are working on relations functions and their 
graphs. The students are now able to create real life scenarios 
and write equations and draw graphs to illustrate the data from 
their scenarios.  

• Geometry students are working on congruency in triangles. The 
students are finding short cuts to determine if two triangles are 
congruent. The students have determined how they can use 
their knowledge about congruency in triangles as an advantage 
at a construction site.  

• Chemistry students are currently learning about generating 
and storing electricity.  Batteries, Turbines, Generators, and 
other technologies used to convert energy are being constructed 
by students in a laboratory setting.  Students are also compar-
ing costs, safety, power output, fuel, and maintenance of differ-
ent types of power plants such as: geothermal, nuclear, coal, 
wind, solar, tidal, and hydroelectric.  As a society, we are mov-
ing towards renewable energies, which will provide many new 
jobs over the next few decades.  

• United States History students have been learning about the 
Civil war and are currently researching different topics and are 
presenting their research as a video, PowerPoint, or essay. 

• English III students finished reading A Child Called òItó and 
now must complete a culminating activity.  The students are 
given many possible choices for this culminating activity.  They 
include writing a letter or poems, creating a game, designing a 
book cover, creating a soundtrack, making a movie trailer, cre-
ating a collage, or they can come up with their own teacher 
approved form of assessment. 

Welcome to the Class of 2013!! 

• American Democracy students have learned about the found-
ing of our country.  Constitution Day and the G20 Summit 
provided excellent talking points to cover democracy in Amer-
ica. 

• English I class is exploring literature and writingñinside and 
out. After a crash course in the writing process, CCCHS 
freshmen perfected their poetry writing. Students certainly 
knew how to handle themselves in front of an audience as 
they presented their expert research on dozens of famous 
poets.  

• Careers students (9th) are learning about the 16 career clus-
ters.  They are looking at skills, talents and careers that 
might be right for them.  Students will soon start building 
resumes and cover letters. 

• Physical Science students just finished science skills con-
cepts. Students chose a career and showed how that career 
uses the scientific method. They also started a matter unit 
and are working on the periodic table of elements. 

• Ms. Copelandõs math classes welcomed Miss Harbaugh, an 
intern from Pittõs MAT program. She will be with us all year, 
learning about and sharing in the teaching of the 9th grade 
math program.  All classes have spent time reviewing the 
order of operations and evaluating expressions.  Students 
have now moved into problem solving and operations with 
exponents. 

• Algebra students are completing an Interview Assignment and are 
currently evaluating mathematical expressions.   

• Geometry students are studying angles and polygons.  There will be 
a culminating project at the end of October.   

• Careers students are getting to know themselves and learning how 
to make career choices based on their interests.   

• Business Technology classes are working on an Economics project.  
Students are analyzing how the economy affects business as well as 
society.   

• Spanish classes (10th) are currently working on Chapter 1.  They are 
learning about activities, likes and dislikes, and how to agree or 
disagree with others.  They will also be creating a poster which 
shows their own personal likes and dislikes. 

• Biology students have just finished learning about animal behavior 
and are working on basic Chemistry skills. They are doing some fun 
labs to test pH by using items from around Mrs. Kristekõs house.  

• World Cultures students are creating a worldõs fair for 2015.  The 
theme is òThe Future.ó 

• English II students are beginning a new unit on poetry. Students 
will learn to read, write, and interpret multiple types of poetry.  Stu-
dents will also create multiple meaning poems.  

• Art students are exploring Optical Art that emerged in the 1950's. 
They will also discover the period in art where Fashion Art and Fine 
Art first emerged. The students will create a series of studies of 
curving lines to create vibration and pulsing motions. 

9th Grade Connections 

12th Grade Connections 11th Grade Connections 
• World Affairs students are looking at Geography knowledge and 

skills.  The examination begins at the local level (Pittsburgh and 
studentsõ neighborhoods) and then broadens out to the nation 
and the world. 

• Sociology students have examined and learned about the G20 
(Why Pittsburgh? How does the history of Pittsburgh factor into 
the choice?), and will begin their discovery of the science and the-
ory of sociology. 

• Psychology students have completed an Introduction to Psychol-
ogy, the Brain, and Development. The students wrote essays to 
explore their own development and they will now discover the 
concepts of learning and motivation. 

• English IV students have studied the art of memoir writing and 
the use of dialogue and are now completing their own personal 
memoirs.  Students have also started reading novels that illus-
trate how and why communities are formed. 

• Online Course student are now 46% complete with their courses. 

• College Algebra students are now enrolled in Central Pennsyl-
vania College and will complete a collaborative assignment on 
predicting US population using regression analysis. 

• Multimedia students are working on creating various multimedia 
PowerPoint projects, such as the History of Flight and the Student 
Choice (Favorite College/University/Trade/Tech School).  In addi-
tion, students create monthly calendars using iPhoto and the 
Internet.  Multimedia consists of the following: creating multime-
dia applications with PowerPoint, iPhoto, PhotoBooth, iMovie, and 
GarageBand using the Apple iMac. 



The Technology Connection By Mr. DeHart 

NetSupport is a new program that has 
been rolled out for the 2009-2010 
school year. NetSupport allows teach-
ers to have access to the student com-
puters used in their rooms; this gives 
the teachers the ability to provide in-
stant feedback in the form of comput-
erized tests and instant messaging. In 
addition, NetSupport allows teachers to 
filter Internet content and control ex-
actly what programs students have 
permission to access. 

 

A new school year has started and, 
with that, new technologies are being 
combined with existing technologies to 
help move Career Connections Charter 
High School in a positive direction. 
English and Math curriculums are 
continuing to be supplemented with 
the Read 180 and Apangea programs. 
Senior students are continuing to use 
Lincoln Interactive to satisfy needed 
electives, and Novanet is still in place 
for students needing credit retrieval. 

  

Two new seniors have started their 
technology internships. Sean OõDonnell 
and Mike Popinski are currently fulfill-
ing their senior requirements by pro-
viding services to CCCHS under the 
guidance of Mr. DeHart, the technology 
director. Whether it is recording and 
airing the morning announcements, 
troubleshooting a problem PC, or just 
fixing a paper jam, Sean and Mike stay 
busy and provide much needed ser-
vices to everyone in the building. 

 
Financial Aid Night 

 
Various presenters will be discussing: 

• Financial Aid Applications 

• SES FREE Tutoring 

• Special Education Services 
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This monthõs òPoetry Connectionó was 
provided by Mrs. Harapkoõs 11th Grade 
English class.  The poem focuses on the 
novel A Child Called It, written by Dave 
Pilzer.  The book tells the story of a 
young boy  who is the victim of both 
physical and mental abuse. 

The Poetry Connection 
Poem based on the novel A Child Called òItó 

Another cold lonely night at home, 
Another day dad doesnõt come home. 
After so much of this she was never 
the same, 
So she beats Dave and plays these 
dirty games. 
 
She makes him stand in the mirror 
and say òIõm a bad boy.ó 
She controls him as if he was a toy. 

 
Forces him to wear those holey clothes,  
Which barely covers up the bruises so 
no one knows. 
 
Sits in the house all day mad. 
No one knows why she treats him so 
bad. 
 
By: Rashad Simpson 



Our first event was held on Thurs-
day, October 1st and focused on Back 
to School information including the 
Pittsburgh Promise, scheduling, 
credit recovery, special education 
and Free Tutoring services.  Parents 
that attended this event earned 1 
hour of community service.  Remem-
ber all Title 1 events can help you to 
earn your 10 community service 
hours.  Our next event will be in mid
-November.  We will be offering infor-

Title 1 events are off to a strong 
start! As we continue the 2009-2010 
school year, we have several new 
programs to offer parents.  Title 1 
would like to introduce the Coyotes 
Clubñour parent involvement initia-
tive linked to Coyote sports. While we 
are introducing new programs, we 
will continue to offer our Technology 
at Home Series, and our work with 
Special Education and Pupil Ser-
vices. 

mation concerning College Financial 
Aid and Free Tutoring Provider Night.  
We hope to see you there! 

Title I Connection  By Ms. Wenner 

Mock Trial is Taking the Stand By Mr. Antonucci 

There is already a buzz surrounding 
this yearõs teamñthe participants 
are experienced and are excited for 
their first challenge on October 23, 
2009. 

If there are any students interested 
in participating in Mock Trial, it is 
not too late to get started and caught 
up to speed!   Create connections, 
network, and develop professional 
contacts for your future.  Addition-
ally, students can use this experi-

Career Connections Charter High 
School is excited to kick of the 2009-
2010 Mock Trial season.  Mock Trial 
is not only an activity that helps our 
students to develop sound logic and 
reasoning skills, but it is an excellent 
opportunity for students to interact 
with some of the brightest profes-
sionals in the city.  This will be the 
third year since the clubõs inception, 
and we are poised to improve on our 
record from the previous two years.  

ence to catapult their profile over 
other college bound students.   Give 
it a shot and get connected by con-
tacting Mr. Antonucci. 

 

The Art Connection 
This monthõs contribu-
tion comes to us from 
Ms. Cieslakõs art class. 

 
Students in grades 9th, 
10th, and 11th are ex-
ploring Optical Art. 
Optical Art is a form of 
Abstract Art that be-
gan in the 1950õs. Its 
main focus is to have 
the images appear as if 
they are vibrating, pul-
sating, or flickering.  

 
Maria Arrey, a 10th 
grader, took this con-
cept all the way. Her 
piece is a complex ex-
ample of what could be 
done. She did a fantas-
tic job on this assign-
ment. Very impressive 
work!  Thank you 
Maria.  

 


